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County  Hall 

Newport,  I.W. 

Tel.  Newport  2261 

To  the  Members  of  the  Coives  Urban  District  Council: — 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1966. 

The  Birth  Rate  rose  from  15.1  to  15. S. 

The  Death  Rate  rose  from  14.0  to  15.3. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  rose  from  7.5  to  14.2. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  rose  from  57  to  62. 
Tung  cancer  deaths  rose  from  14  to  16,  twelve  occurring  in 
men  and  four  in  women. 

One  male  death  from  suicide  was  again  recorded. 

One  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning,  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  or 
whooping  cough  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention 

It  was  not  necessary  to  invoke  the  powers  contained  in 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  during  the 
year. 

Water  Supplies 

The  water  supplies  have  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

The  results  of  bacteriological  examinations  were: — 

Satisfactory  Suspicious  Unsatisfactory 
101  6 5 

It  is  probable  that  at  least  some  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  caused  by  sampling  errors  since  in  all  cases 
check  samples  taken  a few  days  later  were  satisfactory. 

The  water  is  hard  and  not  liable  to  be  plumbo-solvent. 

No  contamination  occurred. 
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Sewerage 

This  town  discharges  crude  sewage  into  the  Solent  and 
River  Medina  within  its  boundaries  by  a number  of  outfalls. 

According  to  the  state  of  wind  and  tide  sewage  solids 
and  offensive  floating  objects  may  be  found  along  the  beaches 
and  in  the  harbour. 

Besides  being  aesthetically  objectionable  there  is  a 
potential  health  risk  to  bathers,  especially  as  conditions  are 
at  their  worst  during  the  summer  when  temperatures  are 
comparatively  high. 

I am  aware  that  the  number  of  outfalls  and  the  contours 
of  the  town,  with  Ciurnard  and  East  Cowes  included,  present 
a formidable  and  expensive  problem.  Nevertheless,  sooner 
or  later  the  answer  must  be  found,  and  the  longer  the  delay 
the  more  expensive  will  a suitable  scheme  become. 

Noise  further  comment 

I have  from  time  to  time  expressed  my  concern  in  respect 
of  the  growing  nuisance  from  noise.  Well  people  are 
strangely  indifferent  to  the  various  degrees  of  distress 
suffered  by  many  people  young  and  old  alike  when  e.xposed 
to  noise  at  various  levels. 

Finger  tapping,  dripping  taps,  etc.,  may  prove  un- 
bearable to  those  whose  threshold  to  sound  irritation  is  low. 

It  used  to  be  possible  to  enjoy  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
countryside  but  even  that  is  drifting  away.  In  summer, 
instead  of  bird-song  and  the  hum  of  insects  one’s  ears  are 
frequentl}?  assailed  by  the  noise  of  low-flying  aircraft,  the 
neighbour  with  a motor-mower,  electric  hedge  clippers, 
mechanised  garden  machines  of  great  variety,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  ubiquitous  portable  transistor  radio. 

It  is  a sad  state  of  affairs  that  progress  can  only  be 
accompanied  by  an  increase  of  noise. 

Bronchitis  and  Cigarette  Smoking 

In  this  Island  we  are  lucky  in  at  least  one  respect. 
Unlike  cities,  the  air  that  we  breathe  is  pure,  and  while  we 
remain  in  the  open  there  is  no  chance  of  picking  up  germs. 
However,  air  bacteria  and  high  concentrations  of  minute 
droplets  of  germs  containing  moisture  are  present  in  all 
crowded  spaces  and  in  ’buses.  It  is  a sound  policy  to  avoid 
crowded  places  during  the  winter  months  when  coughs  and 
colds  abound. 
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Chronic  bronchitis — “the  English  disease’’ — is  one  ol 
the  most  disabling  diseases  of  this  country.  It  is  the  com- 
monest reason  for  consulting  the  medical  practitioner  and 
the  third  most  frequent  cause  of  death  in  men  over  30. 

It  may  be  not  far  from  the  truth  to  say  that  during  the 
winter  at  any  evening  doctor’s  surgery  one  out  of  every 
twenty  patients  is  a chronic  chest  sufferer. 

One  cannot  but  re-emphasise  too  strongly  the  close 
connection  with  bronchitis  and  cigarette  smoking. 

Whatever  benefits  the  Country  may  derive  in  taxes  from 
tobacco  must  surely  be  offset  against  the  subsequent  charges 
incurred  by  the  cigarette  smoker  in  his  calls  upon  the 
National  Health  Service  for  treatment  and  the  loss  of  man- 
hours and  productivity  from  disabling  bronchitis. 

New  Housing— A Health  Hazard? 

It  is  astonishing  the  speed  with  which  many  newly- 
constructed  houses  and  bungalows  are  occupied  after  com- 
pletion. No  time  is  allowed  for  drying  out  and  one  wonders 
to  what  extent  the  occupants  of  the  brand  new  properties 
are  affected  by  the  inevitable  dampness  that  surrounds  them, 
especially  where  “chesty”  children,  children  prone  to 
rheumatism  and  elderly  persons  with  chronic  bronchitis  and 
arthritis  are  involved. 

A survey  of  the  health  of  persons  in  new  dwellings  would 
be  worthwhile  and  perhaps  throw  new  light  on  the  weighing 
of  medically  recommended  reasons  for  rehousing. 

The  Care  of  Young  Children 

/.  Security  of  Drugs  and  Medicines 

The  death  of  young  children  from  prescribed  medicines 
occurs  in  circumstances  which  cause  distress  and  anguish  to 
both  parents  and  doctors.  New  drugs  are  being  continually 
introduced  but  the  main  dangers  remain  the  same — Aspirin, 
barbiturates,  caustic  alkalis,  disinfectants,  iron,  digitalis, 
campion  and  paraffin.  It  is  helpful  if  drug  tablets  are  only 
dispensed  in  screw-capped  containers. 

In  the  home,  drugs  should  be  kept  in  a locked  cupboard 
and  all  cleaning  materials  in  a closed  cupbo'ard  well  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  toddler. 

It  is  a common  and  dangerous  practice  to  store  paraffin 
or  bleaching  solutions  in  lemonade  bottles  or  other  bottles 
normally  containing  a familiar  drink. 

Close  supervision  is  especially  necessary  where  living 
conditions  are  poor,  overcrowded  and  where  the  standards  of 
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maternal  care  and  family  discipline  arc  low.  In  such 
families  the  Health  Visitor,  in  her  role  of  health  educator 
plays  a most  important  role. 

II.  Peanuts — the  danger  to  Infants 

I feel  that  attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  risks  of 
giving  very  young  children  peanuts.  From  time  to  time 
cases  occur  in  which  a child  in  the  region  of  three  years  of  age 
has  been  fed  peanuts,  choked  a little  and  a cough  developed 
from  that  time  onwards. 

Under  these  circumstances  a child  can  inhale  a peanut 
into  the  windpipe  and  its  finer  ramifications.  This  will 
create  bronchitis  and  may  proceed  to  partial  collapse  of  the 
lung  and  pneumonia. 

Peanuts  are  the  common  offenders  but  nuts  from 
chocolate  are  sometimes  responsible. 

III.  Accidents  in  the  Home 

In  the  first  year  of  life  there  are  now  more  deaths  from 
accidents  than  from  any  other  cause,  and  for  each  fatal 
accident  there  must  be  large  numbers  about  which  nothing 
is  heard.  The  first-year  deaths  are  mainly  due  to  inhalation 
of  food  or  accidental  suffocation. 

Children  are  most  liable  to  be  burned  in  the  region  of 
the  fire-place,  early  morning  and  evening  during  the  winter 
being  the  commonest  times.  A high  preponderance  of  these 
tragedies  occur,  in  particular,  on  Sunday  mornings  when  the 
parents  are  enjoying  a “lie-in”. 

Girls  are  at  a far  greater  risk  than  boys  because  they 
usually  wear  night-dresses.  It  is  most  important  therefore 
that  all  night-dresses  should  be  replaced  by  pyjamas  made  of 
non-flammable  material.  Pure  nylon  or  wool  do  not  flare-up 
when  they  burn. 
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(Lond.),  D.P.H. 
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Clerk: — 

Miss  P.  M.  Hindmarch 
Rodent  Operative: — 

C.  A.  F.  Morris 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,042 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1966)  per  rate 

books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,074 

Rateable  value,  as  at  1.4.66  ...  ...  ;f611,127 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1965-66)  ...  £2,549 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
These  are  unchanged  since  the  last  report. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population  (Registrar  General’s  Figures)  ...  17,800 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.8 

Comparative  factor  (births)  ...  ...  ...  1.19 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  18.8 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.5 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  15.3 

Comparative  factor  (deaths)  ...  ...  ...  0.87 

Comparative  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  13.3 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Infantile  Mortality; — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  14.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  11.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  76.9 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  62 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  * ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  281,  of  which  268 
were  legitimate  and  1 3 illegitimate.  The  live  birth  rate  was 
15‘8  per  1,000  living:  the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
being  17.7. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  14.2  per  1,000  registered 
live  births,  the  rate  of  England  and  Wales  being  10.0. 


DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  was  273  giving  a death  rate  of  1.7.3 
per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population.  The  corres- 
ponding rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1 1.7 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

17 

IG 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

12 

28 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

34 

2G 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

4 

7 

Other  heart  disease 

15 

10 

Other  circulatorv  disease  ... 

G 

2 

Influenza 

2 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

2 

Bronchitis  ... 

0 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

I 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

G 

4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

2 

All  other  accidents  ... 

3 

4 

Suicide 

1 

— 

Other  violent  causes 

— 

— 

All  C.^uses  

141 

132 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1966 
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AGE  PERIODS 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  2 

2 „ .,3 

3 ,,  ,,  4 

4 ,,  ,,  5 

5 ,,  ,,  10 

10  „ 15 

15  „ 20 

20  25 

25  ,,  ,,  35 

35  ,,  ,,  .45 

45  ,,  ,,  55 

55  , , , , 65 

65  ,,  ,,  75 

75  years  and  over 

Total 

In  addition  to  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  within  the  District,  2 Pulmonary  male 
cases  transferred  from  the  mainland  during  the  year 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  URBAN 

DISTRICT 

'fhe  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued  their  general 
duties  of  investigating  complaints,  securing  the  abatement 
of  statutory  nuisances  and  dealing  with  contraventions  of 
the  Public  Plealth  and  other  Acts.  In  this  connection  SOS 
complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  IN  THE  AREA 

These  totals  represent  all  inspections  and  other  visits 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  (hrst 


inspection) 

1,183 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  (re 

inspection) 

... 

1,261 

Other  inspections  (first  inspection) 

... 

969 

Other  inspections  (re-inspection) 

... 

1,007 

Ineffectual  visits 

... 

543 

Total 

... 

4,963 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal 

Formal 

Public  Health  Acts 

94 

5 

Food  Hj^giene  Regulations,  1960, 
made  under  Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1955 

20 

— 

Housing  Act,  1957  (Section  9)  ... 

1 

— 

Housing  Act,  1964  (Section  19) 

2 

2 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railwa}^ 

Premises  Act,  1963 

6 

— 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

3 

— 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

6 

— 

Factories  Act 

1 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

Act,  1949  

7 

— 

Notices  complied  with  ... 

103 

5 

Letters  concerninr,: — 

Housing  management  ... 

. . . . . « 

82 

Improvement  Orants 

30 
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DETAILS  AND  NUMBERS  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Public  Health  Acts 

Houses  inspected  for  nuisances  ...  ...  1,335 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  (} 

Other  insects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Ponds,  ditches  and  watercourses  ...  ...  13 

Tents,  vans,  sheds,  caravans  ...  ...  ...  218 

Animals,  pigs,  poultry  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  27 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (5 

Drainage,  tested  and  inspected  ...  ...  173 

Yards,  passages,  car  parks  ...  ...  ...  9 

Infectious  Diseases 

Enquiries  and  Collections  ...  ...  ...  5 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

Butchers  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Fried  Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Ice-cream  shops,  premises  and  vehicles  ...  25 

Cooked  Meat  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Wholesale  Meat  premises  ...  ...  ...  16 

Other  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Sampling 

Ice-cream  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Water  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Housing  Acts 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

1957 — Section  9.  Inspections  ...  ...  I 

1957 — Section  10.  Inspections  ...  ...  — 

1964— Section  19.  Inspections  ...'  ...  12 

Inspections  re  Clearance  areas  ...  ...  12 

Council  Houses 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  311 

Housing  applicants  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Housing  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Conditions  of  tenancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 
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Factories  Act 

Inspections  and  enquiries  (mechanical  power)  ou 

Inspections  and  enquiries  (non-mechanical 

power)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Clean  Air  Act 

Observations  and  visits  ...  ...  ...  71 

Shops  Act 

Inspections  and  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  87 

Miscellaneous 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Holiday  Camps,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Visits  to  owners  or  builders  ...  ...  ...  344 

Bathing  establishments  ...  ...  ...  47 

Searches  (Land  Registry)  ...  ...  ...  20 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  221 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Heating  Appliances  Regulations  ...  ...  7 

Food  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hairdressers  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Oil  Burners  (Standards)  Act  ...  ...  ...  3 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ...  216 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Rent  Act  (including  Certificates  of  Disrepair)  5 

Animals  Boarding  Establishments  Act  ...  1 

Ineffectual  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  544 

Total  4,963 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied  in  Properties 

Doors,  windows,  frames,  floors,  sashcords 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Grates,  flues,  chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  7 

Gutters,  roofs  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  ...  43 

Defective  and/or  choked  drains  remedied  ...  28 

Water  closets  and  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or 

renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  15 

Wall  and  ceiling  plasters  repaired  ...  ...  17 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  water  supplies  provided  ...  ...  — 
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Defective  walls  and  pointing  repaired  ...  5 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Septic  tanks  and  cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  152 

Vermin  eradicated  ...  ...  ...  ...  (5 

Decorations  in  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


360 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  complaints  of  infesta- 
tion by  rodents  were  made  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  year  and  the  following  inspections  and  treatments 
were  carried  out: — 


Council- 

Sewer 

Hospitals 

Private 

Business 

owned 

Agricultural 

Treat- 

and 

Houses 

Premises 

Premises 

Premises 

ments 

Schools 

C* 

N/C* 

D.H.* 

O.P.* 

c* 

N/C* 

Initial 

Visits 

Rats 

515 

109 

125 

50 

77 

23 

22 

52 

10 

Mice 

86 

78 

19 

28 

3 

1 

— 

— 

8 

Totals 

Re- 

visits 

601 

187 

144 

78 

80 

24 

22 

52 

18 

Rats 

1474 

281 

65 

138 

227 

57 

— 

104 

13 

Mice 

285 

207 

5 

110 

14 

5 

— 

— 

23 

Totals 

1759 

488 

70 

248 

241 

62 

— 

104 

36 

Grand 

Totals 

2360 

675 

214 

326 

321 

86 

22 

156 

54 

C* — Contract  N/C* — Non  Contract  D.H.* — Dwelling  Houses 
O.P.* — Other  Premises 


Seven  hundred  and  six  minor  rat  infestations  and  146 
minor  mice  infestations  were  dealt  with.  There  were  no 
major  infestations. 

After  treatment  by  poisoning  with  "Warfarin”,  the  bodies 
of  447  rats  and  135  mice  were  recovered  and  destroyed.  No 
evidence  of  immunity  against  "Warfarin”  was  apparent. 

VERMIN  AND  INSECT  CONTROL 

No  charge  is  made  by  this  Authority  for  general  dis- 
infestation services. 

Six  complaints  of  the  presence  of  fleas  in  private  houses 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  and  extermination  of  cock- 
roaches and  other  beetles,  woodlice,  silverfish,  ants,  etc., 
totalled  110  cases. 
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Forty-four  wasps  nests  were  destroyed  by  the  staff  of 
the  Department  and  a proprietary  form  of  Sodium-Cyanide 
powder  was  used  for  the  purpose. 

DRAINAGE 

(a)  General 

One  hundred  and  seventy-three  inspections  were  made 
in  connection  with  examination,  testing  and  supervision  of 
repairs  and  renewals  of  existing  drainage. 

(b)  Public  Sewers  Vested  in  the  Local  A ulhorily 

Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1030,  governs  the 
procedure  in  connection  with  these  combined  drains  and 
clearance  of  27  stoppages  in  public  sewers — draining  50 
houses — was  carried  out  at  the  e.xpense  of  the  Local 
Authority. 


HOUSING 

An  abstract  from  the  statement  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  is  summarised 
below; — 


HOUSING  ACT,  1057 

1.  Houses  Demolished  or  Closed 
Demolished  or  closed  as  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure 

Closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Repairs 

Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  under  the  Housing 


and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  112 

3.  Public  Health  Acts.  Formal  Action 
Housing  in  which  defects  were  remedied: — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

\b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners  Nij 

4.  Housing  Act,  1957.  Formal  Action 
Housing  in  which  defects  were  remedied: — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

{b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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COUNCIL  HOUSING 

The  practice  of  dividing  the  administration  of  this  work 
between  the  Clerk’s  Department  and  the  Public  Health 
Department  continues  as  in  previous  years. 

Seven  hundred  and  forty-seven  visits  and  inspections 
were  carried  out  in  connection  with  all  housing  management 
matters  delegated  to  the  department.  This  figure  included 
311  inspections  of  houses  to  determine  their  condition  of 
repair,  overcrowding,  decoration,  observance  of  Conditions 
of  Tenancy  and  whether  the  premises  were  maintained  in  a 
cleanly  condition. 

Park  Court,  the  Council’s  first  block  of  24  flats  for  old 
people,  was  formally  opened  on  8th  June,  1960.  The 
tenants,  selected  from  over  one  hundred  applicants,  all 
express  great  appreciation  of  the  accommodation  and 
amenities  provided. 

Consideration  is  being  given  to  the  erection  of  a similar 
block  of  flats  and  a number  of  old  people’s  bungalows  at 
East  Cowes. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  within  the  Urban 
District  during  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Housing  Associations  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Total  ...  ...  121 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

This  Council  again  accepted  applications  for  Dis- 
cretionary Grants.  Three  applications  were  received  during 
the  year,  two  of  which  were  refused,  the  other  being  approved 
for  50%  of  the  cost  of  improvements. 

Fifty-four  applications  were  received  for  Standard 
Grants,  51  from  Owner/Occupiers  and  3 from  Landlords  of 
tenanted  houses.  One  Owner/Occupier  was  refused  because 
the  work  had  been  carried  out  before  the  application  was 
made  and  another  because  of  complications  in  connection 
with  combined  business  and  residential  use. 

A breakdown  of  the  details  of  facilities  provided  during 
the  year,  not  of  the  52  newly  approved  applications,  but  of 
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the  work  actually  carried  out  as  the  result  of  oU  previous  and 
current  approvals  is  appended: — 


Amenities  provided: — 

(fl)  Fixed  bath  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

{b)  Shower  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Wash  Hand  basin  ...  ...  ...  42 

(d)  Hot  water  supply  (to  any  fittings)  ...  48 

(e)  Water  Closet  (1)  within  the  dwelling  ...  43 

(2)  accessible  from  the 

dwelling  ...  ...  Nil 

(/)  Food  store  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 


The  following  payments  were  made  during  the  year: — 

Standard  Grants  paid:  50.  Total  cost:  £1,292  9s.  Id. 
Discretionary  Grants  paid:  1.  Total  cost: /147  16s.  Id. 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

No  application  was  received  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair 
during  the  year. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  this 
district. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
PREMISES 


The  number  of  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  is  appended,  all  of  which,  with  the 
exception  of  Confectionery  (sweets)  shops  where  Regulation 
19  is  not  applicable,  are  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulations  16 
and  19  of  the  1960  Regulations: — 


Cafes,  restaurants,  kiosks,  canteens  ... 
Butchers  shops  ... 

Fishmongers,  poulterers  and  fried  fish  shops 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 

Grocers 

Bakehouses,  bakers  and  confectioners 

Cooked  meat  shops 

Licensed  premises 

Meat  storage  depots 

Hotels  and  Clubs 

Confectioners  (sweets)  ... 


34 

18 

9 

16 

64 

14 

5 

32 

4 

18 

23 


15 


Five  hundred  and  seventy-six  visits  and  inspections 
were  made  of  these  food  premises. 

The  following  items  included  in  informal  notices  indicate 
the  defects  and  contraventions  found  as  a result  of  the 


original  inspections. 

Number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  2(J 

Defects  and  contraventions  specified  in  notices: — 
Cleansing  enforced  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Redecoration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  6 

Sinks  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  conveniences  defective  or 

insufficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION) 
REGULATIONS,  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  is  only  one  processing  establishment  in  this  area, 
which  produces  approximately  600  turkeys  for  the  Christmas 
trade. 

The  birds  are  bought  as  “poults”  in  late  August  or  early 
September. 

Although  the  birds  are  killed — by  neck-wringing — on 
the  farm,  all  evisceration  and  dressing  is  done  at  one  of  the 
producer’s  local  shops  at  which  all  facilities  required  by  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  available. 

Twenty-seven  visits  w'ere  made  to  the  farm  during  the 
development  of  the  stock  and  to  the  shop  during  the  time  of 
being  prepared  for  sale. 

No  birds  were  rejected  as  being  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption at  or  after  the  time  of  slaughter. 

THE  FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS,  STALLS  AND 

DELIVERY  VEHICLES)  REGULATIONS,  1966 

Following  notification  of  the  implementation  of  these 
Regulations  on  1st  January,  1967,  and  the  subsequent  receipt 
of  amendments,  circular  letters  were  sent  •to  the  people  con- 
cerned advising  them  of  the  requirements  with  which  they 
would  need  to  comply.  This,  with  a view  to  enabling  them 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  early  provision  of  the  required 
facilities  on  their  retail  mobile  vehicles. 

A number  have  already  ordered  appliances  necessary 
for  the  purpose. 


16 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  amounts  of  various  foods  which  were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered 
during  the  year  under  review  are  given  below:— 


Tins  and  jars  of  fish, 
fruit,  vegetables, 
milk  and  cooked 
meats,  to  a total 

tons 

cwts.  qtrs.  st. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

weight  of 

— 

2 

6 

11 

Frozen  Foods 

— 

2 — 1 

11 

13 

Meat  and  Offal 

..  1 

5 3 1 

5 

12 

Grand  Total 

..  1 

10  — 1 

10 

4 

Refrigerator  breakdowns,  by  reason  of  electrical  faults, 
accounted  for  the  majority  of  the  condemnation  of  Frozen 
Foods  included  above. 

One  consignment  of  imported  meat  accounted  for  the 
majority  of  the  weight  condemned,  which  arrived  extensively 
moulded  and  in  a state  of  decomposition  following,  it  was 
thought,  some  mis-handling  at  the  time  of  slaughter  or  at  the 
point  of  shipping  to  this  country. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

i Milk 

There  are  55  registered  milk  dealers  and  5 Dairies  in  the 
District. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from  herds 
whose  milk  is  retailed  raw  without  heat  treatment.  These 
samples  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Portsmouth,  for  the  presence  of  live  Tubercle  Bacilli. 
Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  during  1966  ...  105 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  negative  ...  102 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus 

was  isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


ii  Ice  Cream 

The  number  of  premises  registered  in  this  district  for  the 
manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  is  103,  although 
there  are  now  no  actual  manufacturers. 

Five  new  registrations  were  made  during  1966. 

Twenty  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  the  results  of  which  were  as  follows: — 
Grade  I ...  ...  12  samples 

Grade  II  ...  ...  5 samples 

Grade  III  ...  ...  2 samples 

Grade  IV  ...  ...  1 sample 
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Grade  I and  Grade  II  samples  being  accepted  as  satis- 
factory, only  the  two  Grade  III  and  one  Grade  IV  samples 
of  the  total  examined  failed  to  satisfy  the  exacting  tests 
applied. 

The  Grade  IV  sample  was  of  a soft  ice-cream  produced 
at  an  Island  factory  and  the  reason  for  the  adverse  report 
appeared  on  investigation  to  be  the  result  of  the  introduction 
of  grass-pollens  at  the  point  of  production. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING 
The  following  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  in 
the  Cowes  Urban  District  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  County 
Council,  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the 
area: — 


Article  sampled 

No.  of 
samples 
obtained 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Remarks 

Milk  (a)  Untreated 

19 

6 

2 void 

Pasteurised 

20 

— 

5 void 

(b)  Untreated 

14 

4 

Sugar  Confectionery 

3 

— 

Sauces 

2 

— 

Soft  Drinks  ... 

3 

— 

Medicines 

2 

— 

Tot.-^ls 

63 

10 

*Milk  (a)  For  Keeping  quality. 

(b)  For  Compositional  quality. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Sampling  Officer  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  County  Council  for  these  figures. 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

Four  complaints  of  food  alleged  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  received  during  the  year. 

Formal  warning  letters  were  sent  in  connection  with 
three  of  these  complaints,  as  folllows: — 

(a)  Portion  of  string  from  flour  sack  in  loaf  of  bread: 

In  this  case  the  warning  letter  resulted  in  the 
installation  of  a mechanical  flour  sifter  in  the 
Bakehouse,  the  sifting  process  having  previously 
been  done  by  hand. 

(b)  Mouldy  Apple  Turnover: 

The  presence  of  one  very  stale  and  mould}^ 
Turnover  in  an  order  of  four-dozen  otherwise 
perfectly  sound  ones,  delivered  to  a factory  can- 
teen, defied  any  logical  explanation. 
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(c)  A thorny  seed-capsule  in  a cake: 

This  was  identified  as  from  a weed  growing 
among  currant  bushes.  It  had  escaped  detection 
and  removal  during  the  fruit-cleaning  process. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  on  the  fourth  complaint, 
concerning  a nail-pierced  twelve-ounce  tin  of  Corned  Beef, 
the  contents  of  which  were  discoloured  and  out  of  condition. 

FOOD  POISONING 

No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 
SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

There  are  now  329  registered  shops  in  this  district. 

E’ghty-nine  inspections  were  made  under  the  Act 
which  included  evening  and  Sunday  observations  in  con- 
nection with  "Closing  Hours”.  In  this  particular  con- 
nection the  Local  Authority  exercise  delegated  powers  from 
the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council. 

On  no  occasion  was  it  found  necessar}^  to  serve  a notice 
for  any  contravention  of  the  Act. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

ACT,  1963 

Appended  is  an  extract  from  the  Annual  Report  supplied 
to  the  Minister  of  Labour: — 


Class  of  premises 

No.  of 
premises 
registered 
during 
the  year 

No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

No.  of 
persons 
employed 

Oflfice,s 

6 

43 

7 

277 

Retail  Shops 

9 

149 

11 

416 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

8 

36 

Catering  estab- 
lishments open 
to  the  public, 
canteens 

24 

5 

112 

Fuel  storage 
depots 

— 

3 

— 

6 

Totals 

15 

227 

23 

847 

Total  number  of 
under  the  Act- 

1 

visits  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises 
-216 

i 

Males:  324 
F’males523 
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All  the  six  informal  notices  served  during  the  year  were 
promptly  complied  with. 

Three  minor  accidents  were  reported,  in  no  case  neces- 
sitating formal  action. 

One  complaint  of  insufficient  temperature  in  a shop  was 
immediately  rectified  and  another  complaint  of  too  high  a 
temperature  in  a factory  office  was  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  mains  water  supply  to  the  Cowes  area  is  derived 
solely  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board,  an  authority 
upon  which  all  local  authorities  on  the  Island  are  repre- 
sented. 

The  sources  of  this  supply  remain  unchanged,  from  the 
wells  and  boreholes  in  the  chalk  and  green  sand  at  Caris- 
brooke  and  the  Bowcombe  Valley,  supplemented  by  approxi- 
mately 20%  per  day  from  the  local  deep  well  at  Broadfields 
Pumping  Station.  The  Broadfields  reservoir,  previously  fed 
entirely  from  this  deep  well,  is  now  supplemented  by  a 
piped  supply  of  water  from  Newport. 

Analyses  of  local  water  supplies  show  no  evidence  of 
plumbo-solvent  action  and  no  special  precautions  are 
therefore  necessary.  There  is  a natural  fluoride  content  of 
rather  less  than  0.1  part  per  million. 

There  are  6,074  dwelling  houses  in  the  area  with  an 
estimated  population  of  18,000,  all  of  which  are  supplied 
from  the  mains. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken 
regularly  by  the  staff  of  the  River  and  Water  Board  and 
results  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Department.  Where  con- 
sidered necessary  check  samples  are  arranged  or  taken  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors.  The  source  of  the  supplies  to  the 
sub-areas  included  in  the  following  table  is  subject  to  varia- 
tion. The  results  of  the  101  samples  taken  were: — 


West  Cowes 

Salis- 

factory 

Suspi- 

cious 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Total 

Broadfields  Well 

2 

— 

• 

2 

Broadfields  Reservoir 

21 

.3 

— 

24 

Low  Level  Area 

12 

2 

— 

14 

Newport  Direct  Supply 

1.6 

— 

— 

15 

East  Cowes 

Newport  Direct  Supply 

40 

1 

5 

46 
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It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  75  samples  taken  from  con- 
sumer’s taps,  five  were  classified  as  unsatisfactory  but 
subsequent  check  samples  all  produced  satisfactory  results. 

A sample  of  the  water  content  of  small  plastic  Pink 
Elephants  imported  from  Hong  Kong  and  used,  when 
frozen,  as  a cooling  medium  in  drinks,  was  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  analysis;  no  coliform  orga- 
nisms or  pathogens  were  isolated. 

SWIMMING  AND  PADDLING  POOLS 

There  are  no  swimming  pools  in  the  district  open  to  the 
general  public,  the  only  open-air  pool  being  in  the  grounds 
of  a holiday  camp,  which  is  in  continuous  use  by  the  camp 
visitors  during  the  summer  season,  and  is  also  used,  by 
permission  of  the  camp  owners,  for  swimming  instruction  to 
the  pupils  of  two  local  schools  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  Education 
Authority. 

Six  water  samples  were  taken  from  this  pool  for  bac- 
teriological examination,  all  of  which  produced  satisfactory 
results. 

There  is  also  a children’s  paddling  pool  at  this  camp  and 
another  at  a Caravan  Camp.  Both  are  fed  from  the  Isle  of 
Wight  Water  Board  mains,  and  are  mechanically  chlorinated. 
At  both  sites  the  eight  samples  taken — four  from  each — all 
produced  satisfactory  results. 

The  indoor  swimming  pool  at  a local  school  presented 
little  trouble  from  malfunction  of  apparatus  such  as  was 
experienced  following  its  installation  the  previous  year,  apart 
from  gross  over-chlorination  when  the  chlorination  plant  was 
re-started  after  being  out  of  use  during  the  winter. 

The  chlorine  injection  mechanism  had  been  overhauled 
during  the  winter  and  was  producing  a considerably  increased 
input  from  the  same  dial-setting  on  the  apparatus  as  had 
been  used  the  previous  season.  The  necessary  adjustment 
quickly  rectified  this  trouble. 

It  was  thereafter  considered  unnecessary  to  sample  the 
water  more  frequently  than  at  monthly  intervals. 

Six  samples  of  the  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination,  all  of  which  were  returned  as  satisfactory. 

The  Local  Authority  have  a children’s  paddling  pool  on 
East  Cowes  Esplanade  in  which  sea  water  is  used  and  is 
hand-chlorinated  by  the  daily  addition  of  an  hypochlorite 
solution. 

All  eight  samples  of  this  water  proved  satisfactory. 
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It  is  noted  that  all  the  satisfactory  samples  indicated 
above  isolated  neither  coliform  bacilli  or  foecal  coli  (type  1) 
per  100  ml. 


CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  five  licensed  Caravan  Sites  in  the  area,  three 
at  West  Cowes  and  two  at  East  Cowes.  The  permitted 
number  of  caravans  on  these  sites  is  175,  theie  having  been 
a reduction  in  numbers  on  one  site  during  the  year  owing  to 
the  replacement  of  15  caravans  by  permanent  chalets. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Local  Authorities  or  “District  Councils’’  as  they  are 
termed  under  the  Factory  Act,  1937,  are  responsible  for 
administering  the  provisions  relating  to: — 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  all  types  of  factories; 

Cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature  and  ventilation 
in  non-mechanical  power  factories;  and 

Homework  (Outworkers) — Condition  of  premises  in 
relation  to  health  of  outworkers. 

A summary  of  the  information  required  by  the  Ministry  is 
tabulated  below: — 


Part  I of  the  Act 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  b)^  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

70 

55 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

3 

Total 

75 

57 

2 

— 

23 


2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases"). 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  whicli  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remed- 

ied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) 







— 



Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  (Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relat- 

in  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK.  (Section  110  (1)  (c)  (2)  ) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out- 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Sect. 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole- 

some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Lampshades 

75 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  classes  of  work 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

84 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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